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A major proportion of total revenues was 
generated by the two major railways in Canada 
as shown in Table 13.7. In 1984, Canadian 
National Railways accounted for 50.1% ofthe 
total; Canadian Pacific accounted for 33.4%. 

Passengers carried. In 1984, 21.9 milUon rev
enue passengers traveOed by rail. Of these VIA 
carried 6.8 million or 30.9%. Commuters 
accounted for 14.6 milUon passengers, or 
66.8%. Prehminary data for 1985 show that 
VIA passengers numbered 7.0 million, up 3.9% 
from 1984. 

13.4 Road transport 
13.4.1 Highways 
Every province across Canada has a network of 
highways, both freeways and scenic routes. 
Linking capitals and major cities from Victoria 
on Vancouver Island to St. John's in New
foundland is the Trans-Canada Highway, com
pleted in 1962. Branching from it west of 
Winnipeg and thence northwest to Prince 
Rupert is the Yellowhead Highway. From the 
two westernmost provinces the cities of the 
south are joined to Yukon and Northwest Ter
ritories by a number of highways. Of these the 
Alaska Highway from Dawson Creek, BC to 

Fairbanks, Alaska is the oldest and best known. 
It celebrated its 40th anniversary in 1982. 
Crossing it at Whitehorse is the Klondike 
Highway from Skagway to Dawson; from there 
the Dempster Highway leads to Inuvik in the 
Mackenzie River delta. Fort Simpson and 
Yellowknife have access to British Columbia via 
the Liard Highway and to Alberta via the 
Mackenzie Highway. Saskatchewan's most nor
therly highway is the Semchuk Trail which 
extends in winter to the shores of Lake 
Athabaska. In Manitoba it is possible to go 
north from Winnipeg to Lynn Lake. Ontario's 
highway system extends as far north as Red 
Lake. In Quebec, the highways extend eastward 
and westward from Montreal and north to 
Chibougamau to form a great circle. 

In Southern Canada many highways have 
been built between cities. At various points 
along the US-Canada border highways provide 
access to neighbouring states. One of the prin
cipal highways in Eastern Canada is the 
MacDonald-Cartier or 401 which extends from 
Windsor in southwestern Ontario to Cornwall 
and thence into Quebec to become the Cartier-
MacDonald or Highway 20 along the south 
shore of the St. Lawrence River through to 
Riviere-du-Loup. 


